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The tightly closed vertical white batten shutters close off the house, perhaps a metaphor of its anonymity and the concealed 
Creole legacy inside. 

A classic element of the Creole style, an abat-vent is an over-
hang that provides a small amount of protection without 
obstructing the sidewalk — a good adaptation for a struc-
ture that is built directly on the public thoroughfare.
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For Further Reading and Research

Preservation in Print
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 Raised to the Trade: Creole Building Arts of New 

Orleans

New Orleans Architec-

ture Volume IV: The Creole Faubourgs

 Creole Angel: The Self Identity of the Free 

People of Color of Antebellum New Orleans, Ben 

Delicate French doors and transoms are protected behind 
the exterior batten shutters. Note the subtle detailing of the 
decorative hinges and hardware.

The delicate detailing of the roof dormer is a defining orna-
mental feature of the house-proud Creole culture.

The quietly elegant building is set in a pedestrian-friendly 
neighborhood, only a few blocks from the Vieux Carré and 
Frenchmen Street.


